
eAppendix Table. Predicted Values of Well-Being Measures Using the Alternative Model Which Omits Number of Comorbid 

Conditions as a Covariate 

Outcome/ 
Cohort 

Predicted Valuesa 

Doctor 
Visits 

Hospital 
Visits 

Hospital 
Nights 

Utility Healthcare 
Spending 
(2014 US$) 

Self-
Reported 
Healthb 

Happinessc Employment 
Statusd 

Earningse 

(2014 US$) 

Long-term cancer survivors  5.58 0.30 0.95 0.78 5616 0.51 0.54 0.62 19,500 
Individuals recently diagnosed with 
cancer 9.34** 0.52** 2.12** 0.78 7093** 0.43** 0.57 0.57** 16,567 
Individuals with chronic illness 5.08** 0.26* 0.90 0.77** 4537** 0.55** 0.53 0.64 19,703 
Nationally representative samplef 4.78** 0.26* 0.79* 0.78 4359** 0.63** 0.54 0.66** 21,284 

 

*P <.05; **P <.01 for whether an outcome was significantly different from the long-term cancer survivors in the multivariable 

analyses. 
aPredicted values were estimated using the results of the multivariable analyses, holding covariates for all cohorts fixed at the 

mean values of the nationally representative cohort in 2010. Specifically, we used a Poisson model for the medical service use 

outcomes, an ordinary least squares model for annual earnings conditional on being employed, a Tobit model for utility, and a 

generalized least square model with a gamma distribution and log link for healthcare spending. We used logistic models for the 

binary well-being outcomes: self-reported health, happiness, and employment status. The key explanatory variables were the 

cohort indicators. Covariates included the survey year, age group indicators, gender, race, ethnicity, education, health insurance, 

and smoking history. 
bExpressed as the probability of reporting excellent, very good, or good health, rather than fair or poor. 
cExpressed as the probability of reporting having felt happy very much or quite a bit, rather than moderately, a little, or not at all. 
dExpressed as the probability of being employed. 
eIncludes employed full-time, employed part-time, and partly retired. Earnings are conditional on being employed. 



fThe nationally representative sample is from 2010, the most recent available year that the Health and Retirement Survey was 

nationally representative.	
 


